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he happened to become an interventionist long before Pearl Harbor, in 1939. His answer was disarmingly simple. He kept hearing airplanes fly over his house. And he knew they were en route to Europe. Well then, Europe couldn't be so far away! He represents a seaboard, a mercantile community. Therefore he couldn't afford to blind himself to what went on abroad.
Early in his Senate career Saltonstall showed (a) that he was willing to be heterodox with the courage of his convictions, and (&) that he was a liberal on some domestic issues too, by being one of the few Republicans to vote for confirmation of Henry Wallace as secretary of commerce after the fight with Jesse Jones. Finally, it is extremely typical of him that he waited for more than a year, until April 25, 1946, before making a major speech in the Senate. He was feeling his way cautiously, exploring the unfamiliar ground. When he did speak at last it was in support of the British loan.